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MOBILE  HOME  CONSTRUCTION  AND 

SAFETY  STANDARDS  MISCELLANEOUS 

AMENDMENTS 

Manufacturer’s  Certification 

On  December  18, 1975,  the  Department 
of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  re¬ 
published  the  final  rule  for  Federal 
mobile  home  construction  and  safety 
standards  in  the  Federal  Register  at 
40  FR  58752. 

Proposed  amendments  to  the  stand¬ 
ards  are  published  herein  to  add  a 
manufacturer’s  certification  of  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  standard  to  revise  the  data 
plate;  and  to  clarify  or  modify  slightly, 
specific  subsections  of  the  final  rule. 

Under  the  proposed  amendments,  the 
Data  Plate  required  in  8  280.5  would  be 
revised:  (1)  To  add  a  listing  for  the  De¬ 
sign  Approval  Agency,  in  order  to  assure 
the  accountability  required  by  the  en¬ 
forcement  program,  and,  (2)  to  make 
clear  that  the  manufacturer’s  address 
called  for  Is  the  address  at  which  the 
mobile  home  was  manufactured  and  not 
the  manufacturer’s  corporate  headquar¬ 
ters,  if  these  addresses  are  different. 

A  new  section  (8  280.7)  would  be  added 
to  provide  the  manufacturer’s  certifica¬ 
tion  of  compliance  with  the  standards. 
This  certification  would  be  in  the  form 
of  a  label  to  be  affixed  to  each  transport¬ 
able  section  of  each  mobile  home. 

§  280.203(b)  of  the  standard  would  be 
revised  to  make  clear  that  the  fire  pro¬ 
tection  requirements  of  the  section  are 
also  applicable  to  doors  providing  ex¬ 
terior  access  to  furnace  and  water  heater 
enclosures. 

The  table  in  §  280.304(b)  would  be  re¬ 
vised  by  replacing  the  I-SANTA-1 9-73 
Standard  reference  for  pneumatic  and 
mechanically  driven  fasteners  with  the 
HUD-FHA  Use  of  Materials  Bulletins  No. 
UM-25d.  This  would  eliminate  reference 
to  specific  commercial  products. 

The  alternate  roof  truss  test  procedure 
In  8  280.402(b)(1)  would  be  revised  to 
permit  the  fastening  of  plywood  strips  to 
the  top  chord  of  each  truss.  The  plywood 
strips,  under  the  proposed  amendment, 
could  be  secured  to  the  top  chord  of  each 
truss  with  4d  nails  or  equivalent  stapples 
not  closer  than  8  inches  on  center.  This 
change  is  being  proposed  to  ensure  that 
the  alternate  test  procedure  can  be  effec¬ 
tively  carried  out. 

8  280.607(a)(1)  would  be  revised  to 
permit  the  plumbing  manufacturer’s 
trademark  to  be  permanently  marked  on 
each  fixture  in  lieu  of  the  manufacturer’s 
name. 

88  280.611(c)(1)  and  280.611(c)(1) 
(iii)  would  be  revised  to  clarify  that  the 
vent  protection  required  is  for  the  toilet 
drain,  not  the  main  drain. 

8  280.612(d)  would  be  revised  to  clarify 
the  testing  procedure  for  determining 
leaks  in  shower  compartments. 
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SS280.804(j)  and  280.813(b)  would  be 
revised  to  clarify  the  type  of  tags  which 
may  be  used  and  to  indicate  the  mini¬ 
mum  dimensions  of  the  tags.  These  tags 
are  used  to  identify  the  location  of  ex¬ 
terior  electrical  connections. 

The  significant  proposed  amendments 
to  the  standard  have  been  described 
above.  Other  amendments  proposed  to 
88  280.2(a)  (3),  280.4(b),  280.304(b), 

280.403(c)(4),  280.611(c)  (1)  (ii),  280.611 
(c)(2),  280.612(d),  are  essentially  edi¬ 
torial  in  nature  and  content. 

The  Department  is  also  presently  pre¬ 
paring  interpretative  bulletins  to  be  is¬ 
sued  in  the  near  future  that  will  clarify 
and  amplify  other  sections  of  the  stand¬ 
ard. 

The  Secretary  after  review  of  com¬ 
ments  received  on  these  proposed 
amendments,  intends  to  issue  final 
amendments  covering  the  subject  mat¬ 
ter  of  these  proposed  amendments  that 
will  be  effective  on  June  15, 1976,  or  upon 
publication  if  publication  is  later  than 
June  15,  1976. 

In  order  to  do  so,  the  Secretary  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  section  604(e)  of  the  Act, 
must  find  good  cause  for  making  the 
final  amendments  effective  in  less  than 
180  days  from  the  date  of  issuance  of  the 
final  amendments.  Based  upon  the  need 
for  early  clarifications  and  interpreta¬ 
tions  provided  by  the  final  amendments 
and  the  need  to  serve  the  public  interest 
by  expeditious  implementation  of  the 
standards,  the  Secretary  is  expected  to 
make  such  a  finding  with  respect  to  the 
final  amendments. 

The  Department  has  determined,  that 
an  Environmental  Impact  Statement  is 
not  required  with  respect  to  this  rule.  A 
copy  of  the  Finding  of  Inapplicability  is 
available  for  inspection  and  copying  ac¬ 
cording  to  Department  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  during  regular  business  hours  at 
the  address  below. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  economic 
and  inflationary  impacts  of  the  proposed 
rule  have  been  carefully  evaluated  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  OMB  circular  A-107. 

HUD  invites  comment  or  other  com¬ 
munication  at  any  time  from  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  public  or  any  organization  re-' 
garding  the  Federal  mobile  home  stand¬ 
ards,  these  amendments,  and  possible 
future  amendments  to  the  standards. 

Interested  persons  may  participate  in 
this  rulemaking  by  submitting  written 
data,  views,  or  arguments  to  the  Rules 
Docket  Clerk,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Room  10141,  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development,  451  Seventh  Street 
SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20410.  Comments 
received  by  June  10,  1976,  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  before  final  action  is  taken  on 
these  proposed  amendments. 

All  written  comments  except  those  de¬ 
termined  to  be  exempt  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  under  the  Privacy  Act  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Mobile  Home  Construction  and 
Safety  Standards  Act  of  1974  (U.S.C.) 
shall  be  available  for  examination  by  the 
public  at  the  above  address. 

These  standards  are  proposed  for 
adoption  as  an  amendment  to  Chapter  n 
because,  at  the  time  of  adoption,  the 


Title  VI  Mobile  Home  Program  was  the 
responsibility  of  the  Assistant  Secretary 
for  Housing  Production  and  Mortgage 
Credit  whose  regulations  appear  in  that 
Chapter.  Since  that  time  the  Depart¬ 
ment  has  established  a  new  Office  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Consumer  Af¬ 
fairs  and  Regulatory  Functions,  and  a 
new  Chapter  XX  is  being  adopted  by  a 
separate  document  published  concur¬ 
rently  with  this  change.  However,  there 
is  an  urgent  need  to  make  both  the 
amendments  and  the  related  interpreta¬ 
tive  bulletins  effective  in  sufficient  time 
for  manufacturers  to  adopt  their  produc¬ 
tion  to  the  proposed  changes  approxi¬ 
mately  six  weeks  prior  to  the  statutory 
date  these  standards  become  effective  on 
June  15,  1976.  This  scheduling  requires 
publication  in  early  May  and,  since  re- 
codification  of  these  standards  is  not 
administratively  feasible  in  such  a  lim¬ 
ited  time,  these  amendments  and  bul¬ 
letins  are  being  issued  under  Chapter 
n.  For  this  reason  they  bear  the  signa¬ 
ture  both  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  for 
Consumer  Affairs  and  Regulatory  Func¬ 
tions  as  issuing  officer  and  also  the  signa¬ 
ture  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  for  Hous¬ 
ing  Production  and  Mortgage  Credit  who 
is  responsible  for  all  amendment  to 
Chapter  n.  It  is  intended  to  recodify 
these  standards  under  Chapter  XX  as 
Part  3280  in  the  near  future. 

Accordingly,  it  is  proposed  to  amend 
24  CFR  Part  280,  as  published  on  Decem¬ 
ber  18,  1975,  (40  FR  58752)  as  follows: 

1.  By  revising  Paragraph  (a)  (3)  of 
{  280.2  to  read  as  follows: 

§  280.2  Definitions. 

(a)  •  *  • 

(3)  ‘’Certification  label”  means  the  ap¬ 
proved  form  of  certification  by  the  manu¬ 
facturer  that,  under  §  280.7,  is  perma¬ 
nently  affixed  to  each  transportable  sec¬ 
tion  of  each  mobile  home  manufactured 
for  sale  in  the  United  States. 

2.  By  revising  Paragraph  (b)  of  8  280.4 
between  the  reference  to  DOT  and  the 
reference  to  FHDA  to  read  as  follows: 

§  280.4  Incorporation  of  reference. 

(b)  •  *  * 

FHA — Federal  Housing  Administra¬ 
tion,  Washington,  D.C.  20410. 

8  8  8  16 

3.  By  revising  Paragraph  (b)  of  8  280.4 
between  the  reference  to  CAL  and  the 
reference  to  HPMA  to  read  as  follows: 

§  280,4  Incorporation  as  reference. 

(b)  •  •  • 

HUD — U.8.  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development,  Washington, 
D.C. 20410. 

•  *  •  •  0 

4.  By  revising  8  280.5  to  read  as  fol¬ 
low*:^ 

g  280.5  Data  Plate. 

(a)  Each  mobile  home  shall  bear  a  data 
plate  affixed  in  a  permanent  manner 
near  tl^i  main  electrical  panel  or  other 
readily  accessible  and  visible  location. 
Data  plates  shall  contain  not  less  than 
the  following  Information: 
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(1>  The  name  and  address  of  the  man¬ 
ufacturing  plant  In  which  the  mobile 
home  was  manufactured. 

(2)  The  serial  number  and  model  des¬ 
ignation  of  the  unit  and  the  date  the 
unit  was  manufactured. 

(3)  The  statement,  “This  mobile  home 
is  designed  to  comply  with  the  Federal 
mobile  home  construction  and  safety 
standard  in  force  at  the  time  of  manu¬ 
facture.” 

(4)  A  list  of  major  factory-installed 
equipment  including  the  manufacturer’s 
name  and  the  model  designation  of  each 
appliance. 

(5)  Reference  to  the  structural  zone 
and  wind  zone  for  which  the  home  is  de¬ 
signed  and  duplicates  of  the  maps  as 
set  forth  in  5  280.305(c)  (4).  This  infor¬ 
mation  may  be  combined  with  the  heat¬ 
ing/cooling  certificate  and  insulation 
zone  maps  required  by  §§  280.510  and 
280.511. 

(6)  The  statement:  “Design  Approval 
by”  followed  by  the  name  of  the  agency 
which  approved  the  design. 

5.  By  adding  a  new  §  280.7  as  follows: 

§  280.7  Certification  IjiWI. 

(a)  A  permanent  label  shall  be  af¬ 
fixed  to  each  transportable  section  of 
each  mobile  home  for  sale  or  lease  in 
the  United  States.  This  label  shall  be 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  data  plate 
which  the  manufacturer  is  required  to 
provide  under  section  280.5  of  the 
standards. 

(b)  The  label  shall  be  approximately  2 
in.  by  4  in.  in  size  and  shall  be  per¬ 
manently  attached  to  the  mobile  home 
by  means  of  4  blind  rivets,  drive  screws, 
or  other  means  that  render  it  difficult 
to  remove  without  defacing  it.  It  shall 
be  etched  on  0.32  in.  thick  aluminum 
plate.  The  label  number  shall  be  etched 
or  stamped  with  a  3  letter  designation 
which  identifies  the  production  inspec¬ 
tion  agency  and  which  the  Secretary 
shall  assign.  Each  label  shall  be  marked 
with  a  6  digit  number  which  the  label 
supplier  shall  furnish.  The  labels  shall 
be  stamped  with  numbers  sequentially. 

(c)  The  label  shall  read  as  follows:  As 
evidenced  by  this  label  No.  ABC  000  001, 
the  manufacturer  certifies  that  this  mo¬ 
bile  home  has  been  inspected  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  requirements  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop¬ 
ment  and  to  the  best  of  the  manufactur¬ 
er’s  knowledge  and  belief,  is  constructed 
in  conformance  with  the  Federal  Mobile 
Home  Construction  and  Safety  Stand¬ 
ards  in  effect  on  the  date  of  manufacture. 
See  data  plate. 

(d)  The  label  shall  be  located  at  the 
tail-light  end  of  each  transportable  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  mobile  home  approximately 
one  foot  up  from  the  floor  and  one  foot 
in  from  the  road  side,  or  as  near  that 
location  on  a  permanent  part  of  the  ex¬ 
terior  of  the  mobile  home  unit  as  prac¬ 
ticable.  The  road  side  is  the  right  side 
of  the  mobile  home  when  one  views  the 
mobile  home  from  the  tow  bar  end  of 
the  mobile  home. 

6.  By  revising  Paragraph  (b)  of 
§  280.203  to  read  as  follows: 


§  280.203  [Amended] 

(b)  Combustability.  The  interior  sur¬ 
faces  of  walls  and  ceilings  encasing  furn¬ 
ace  and  water  heater  enclosures  (includ¬ 
ing  doors  for  either  interior  or  exterior 
access  to  the  enclosures)  and  the  ex¬ 
posed  wall  adjacent  to  the  cooking  range, 
as  references  in  §  280.203(a)  (5),  shall 
be  surfaced  with  *)i«  inch  gypsum  board 
or  material  having  equivalent  fire  protec¬ 
tive  properties.  At  furnace  and  water 
heater  spaces  all  openings  for  pipes  and 
vents  shall  be  tight  fitted  or  firestopped. 

7.  By  revising  the  reference  to  wood 
flush  doors  in  the  table  referred  to  in 
Paragraph  (b)(1)  §  280.304  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  280.304  Materials. 

(b)  *  •  • 

Wood  flush  doors  NWAA  I.S.1-74. 

•  *  «  *  • 

8.  By  revising  the  table  referred  to  in 
Paragraph  (b)(1)  of  §  280.304  to  delete 
the  language  “Pneumatic  and  mechani¬ 
cally  driven  building  fasteners. — I 
Santa — 10-73”  and  insert  the  following: 

§  280.304  Material*. 

(b)  •  •  • 

Application  and  fastening  schedule. 
Power  driven,  mechanically  driven  and 
manually  driven  fasteners — HUD-FHA 
Use  of  Materials  Bulletin  No.  UM-25d. 

9.  By  revising  sentence  4  of  paragraph 
<b)  (1)  or  §  280.402  to  read  as  follows: 

§  280.402  Test  proredurr  for  roof 
tru 

*  *  *  *  * 

<b>  •  *  * 

(1)  •  *  • 

The  plywood  strip  shall  be  nailed  with 
4d  nails  or  equivalent  staples  not  closer 
than  8  inches  on  center  along  the  top 
chord. 

*  •  •  »  • 

10.  By  revising  the  first  sentence  of 
paragraph  (c)(4)  or  §  280.403  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  280.403  Standard  for  windows  and 
sliding  gla**  door*  list'd  in  mobile 
home*. 

(C)  *  *  * 

(4)  No  leakage  shall  pass  the  interior 
face  of  the  test  specimen  at  a  test  pres¬ 
sure  of  2.86  psf  (0.55”  Water  pressure) 
when  tested  in  accordance  with  ASTM 
E-547  with  a  test  cycle  consisting  of  5 
minutes  with  pressure  applied  and  1 
minute  with  pressure  released,  during 
which  the  water  spray  shall  be  continu¬ 
ously  applied.  *  •  • 

11.  By  revising  paragraph  (c)(4)(ii) 
or  §  280.403  to  read  as  follows: 

§  280.403  Standard  for  window*  and 
sliding  glass  door*  used  in  mobile 
home*. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(C)  *  *  • 

(4)  •  •  •  (11)  For  the  purpose  of  com¬ 
pliance  with  paragraph  (c)  (4)  penetra¬ 
tion,  as  referenced  in  ASTM  E-547  para¬ 


graph  4.3  shall  not  include  drops  passing 
the  interior  face  by  energy  developed  in 
the  bursting  of  sill  drain  system  bubbles 
created  by  a  pressure  differential  applied 
to  the  exterior  face  of  the  specimen. 

12.  By  revising  the  last  sentence  of 
paragraph  (a)  (1)  of  §  280.607  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  280.607  Plumbing  Fixture*. 

(a)  *  *  * 

(1)  *  •  *  Fixtures  shall  be  per¬ 
manently  marked  with  the  manufac¬ 
turer’s  name  or  trademark. 

*  *  *  *  • 

13.  By  revising  the  last  clause  of  the 
first  sentence  of  paragraph  (c)-(l)  of 
§  280.611  before  paragraph  (i)  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  280.61 1  Vent*  and  Venting. 

*  *  *  *  * 

(C>  *  *  * 

(1)  *  *  *,  connected  to  the  toilet 
drain  by  one  of  the  following  methods: 

*  *  *  *  * 

14.  By  revising  paragraph  (c)(1)(H) 
of  §  280.611  to  read  as  follows: 

§  280.61 1  Vents  and  Venting. 

***** 

(C)  *  *  * 

(ii)  A  IY2  inch  diameter  (min.)  con¬ 
tinuous  vent  or  equivalent,  indirectly 
connected  to  the  toilet  drain  piping 
within  the  distance  allowed  in  §  280.611 

(c)  (5)  for  3  inch  trap  arms  through  a 
2-inch  wet  vented  drain  that  carries  the 
waste  of  not  more  than  one  fixture,  or, 

15.  By  revising  paragraph  (c)(1)  (iii» 
of  §  280.611  to  read  as  follows: 

§  280.61 1  Vent*  and  venting. 

*  *  *  *  * 

(C)  *  *  * 

(iii)  Two  or  more  vented  drains  when 
at  least  one  Is  wet-vented,  or  2-inch  di¬ 
ameter  (minimum),  and  each  drain  is 
separately  connected  to  the  toilet  drain. 
At  least  one  of  the  drains  shall  connect 
within  the  distance  allowed  in  §  280.611 
(c)  (5)  for  3-inch  trap  arms. 

*  •  *  *  * 

16.  By  revising  the  title  of  paragraph 
(c)  (2)  of  §  280.611  to  read  as  follows: 

§  280.611  Vent*  and  venting. 

***** 

(C)  *  *  * 

(2)  Vent  Pipe  Areas. 
***** 

17.  By  revising  the  second  sentence  or 
paragraph  (d)  of  §  280.612  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  280.612  Te*t  and  inspeetion. 

***** 

(d)  *  •  *  Each  pan  shall  be  filled 
with  water  to  the  top  of  the  dam  for  not 
less  than  15  minutes  without  evidence 
of  leakage.  •  *  • 

•  •  •  •  • 

18.  By  revising  paragraph  (J)  of 
§  280.804  to  read  as  follows: 
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§  280.804  Disconnecting  means  ami 
branch-circuit  protective  equipment. 
•  •  •  •  • 

<J)  A  3  inch  by  1%  inch  minimum 
size  tag  made  of  etched,  metal-stamped 
or  embossed  brass,  stainless  steel,  ano¬ 
dized  or  alclad  aluminum  not  less  than 
0.020  inch  thick,  or  other  approved  mate¬ 
rial  (e.g.,  0.005  inch  plastic  laminates) 
shall  be  permanently  affixed  on  the  out¬ 
side  adjacent  to  the  feeder  assembly  en¬ 
trance  and  shall  read:  This  Connection 
for  120/240  Volt.  3 -Pole,  4-Wire,  60 
Hertz  Ampere  Supply.  The  correct  am¬ 
pere  rating  shall  be  marked  in  the  blank 
space. 

•  *  •  *  • 

18.  By  revising  the  next  to  the  last  sen¬ 
tence  of  paragraph  (b)  or  §  280.813  to 
•  read  as  follows : 

§  280.813  Outdoor  outlets.  Fixtures,  Air- 
conditioning  equipment,  etc. 

*  *  *  •  * 

tb)  •  •  *  Hie  tag  shall  not  be  less 
than  0.020  inch,  etched  Brass,  stainless 
steel,  anodized  or  alclad  aluminum  or 
equivalent  or  other  approved  material, 
(e.g  ,  .005  inch  plastic  laminates) . 

•  •  •  •  • 

((|  604  and  605  of  Title  VI  of  PX.  93-083,  42 
UJ3.C.  5403  and  542  and  §  7(d),  Department 
of  HUD  Act,  42  UJ3.C.  3585(d)  ). 

Issued  at  Washington,  D.C.,  May  4, 

1976. 

Constance  B.  Newman. 

Assistant  Secretary  for  Consu¬ 
mer  Affairs  and  Regulatory 
Functions. 

David  S.  Cook, 

Assistant  Secretary  lor  Housing 
Production  and  Mortgage 
Credit. 

|FB Dm  76-18504  Piled  5  5-?6;3  32  pm } 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  HOUSING  ANO 
URBAN  DEVELOPMENT 

Office  of  the  Secretary 

[Docket  No.  R-76-340J 

MOBILE  HOME  CONSTRUCTION  ANO 

SAFETY  STANDARDS 

Interpretative  Bulletins 

•  The  purpose  of  this  document  is  to 
propose  for  public  comment  interpreta¬ 
tive  bulletins  concerning  various  aspects 
of  mobile  home  construction  as  required 
by  Subparts  B-I  of  the  Federal  Mobile 
Home  Construction  and  Safety  Stand¬ 
ards  published  by  the  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  on  De¬ 
cember  18,  1975,  at  40  F.R.  58752.  The 
interpretative  bulletins  are  proposed  to 
clarify  the  meaning  of  the  standard.  • 

The  proposed  interpretative  bulletins 
published  herein  provide  clarification  of 
various  portions  of  the  standard  of 
follows: 

Interpretative  Bulletin  B-l-76  (5  280.- 
105)  clarifies  the  dimensional  require¬ 
ments  for  swinging  exterior  passage 
doors. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  B-2-76,  (§  280.- 
108)  indicates  that  materials  used  in  the 
construction  of  an  Interior  door  are  not 
covered  by  the  standard  except  for  the 
flame  spread  limitations  and  combusti¬ 
bility  required  by  5  280.203. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  B-3-76  (§  280.- 
II 3)  clarifies  the  standard  when  an  in¬ 
terior  door  is  placed  in  a  hallway. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  C-l-70  (5  280.- 
203(a) )  provides  a  list  of  materials  which 
do  not  require  testing  in  accordance  with 
ASTM  D-84  or  ASTM  E-162  to  deter¬ 
mine  their  flame  spread  rating.  The  list 
provides  three  categories  of  material  ap¬ 
plication  : 

(a)  ‘200’ flame  spread. 

(b)  50  flame  spread. 

(c)  25  flame  spread. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  C-2-76  (88  280.- 

203(a)(3)  and  280.203(b))  clarifies  the 
fire  protective  surfacing  requirements 
for  alcove  furnace  installations  and  di¬ 
rect  vent  appliances  (i.e.,  water  heater). 

Interpretative  Bulletin  C-3-76  (8  280.- 
204)  indicates  alternative  fire  protection 
requirements  for  combustible  overhead 
kitchen  cabinets  adjacent  to  the  cooking 
range. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  C-4-76  (8  280.- 
207)  limits  the  applicability  of  the  ‘75’ 
flame  spread  rating  to  the  foam  plastic 
contained  in  %"  exterior  siding  backing 
board. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  D-l-76 
(88  280.303(f)  and  280.304)  provides  a 
method  for  determining  the  allowable 
design  stress  values  to  be  used  in  struc¬ 
tural  engineering  analysis  for  graded  and 
non -graded  1"  nominal  board  lumber. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  D-2-76  (8  280.- 
305(a) )  indicates  that  carpeting  may  be 
placed  under  non-load  bearing  interior 
partitions  which  are  not  shear  walls. 


Interpretive  Bulletins  D-3-76  thru  D- 
7-76  provide  additional  guidance  for  per¬ 
forming  structural  engineering  analysis 
on  wind  load  resistance,  uplift  loading 
including  deflection  criteria  for  eaves,  in¬ 
terior  partition  design  and  application  of 
the  increased  wind  load  provision  when 
determining  tie-down  system  resistance. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  D-8-76  ( 8  280.- 
305(g)(2))  provides  special  conditions 
and  material  requirements  for  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  a  non-absorbent  floor  covering 
over  a  wood  flooring  or  subfloor  without 
a  continuous  water  resistant  adhesive 
application  in  areas  subject  to  excessive 
moisture. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  E-l-76  (8  280.- 
401(b))  provides  an  alternate  test  pro¬ 
cedure  in  lieu  of  loading  the  tested  mem¬ 
ber  to  failure.  Qualification  for  any  ma¬ 
terial  is  acceptable  when  the  tested 
member  is  capable  of  sustaining  a  load¬ 
ing  of  2.50  x  design  live  load  plus  the 
dead  load. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  E-2-76  (8  280.- 
402(b)  (2))  describes  truss  designs  to  be 
evaluated  for  uplift  loading  and  clari¬ 
fies  the  uplift  loading  application  for  any 
eave  projection. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  E-3-76  ( 8  280.- 
404)  clarifies  that  rolled-in  screens  are 
not  permitted  in  egress  windows. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  F-l-76  (8  280.- 
504(b)  (2))  permits  an  exterior  covering 
rated  less  than  5.0  perms  provided  a 
vapor  barrier  is  installed  on  the  warm 
side  of  the  wall. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  G-l-76  (8  280.- 
606(b)  (4)  (iii) )  clarifies  that  the  heat 
type  receptacle  installed  for  plumbing 
protection  against  freezing,  may  not  be 
used  as  the  outdoor  receptacle  required 
by  §  280.806(d)  (8). 

Interpretative  Bulletin  G-2-76  ( 8  280.- 
609(b)(1))  defines  the  acceptable  types 
of  master  cold  water  shut-off  valves  ac¬ 
ceptable  for  installation  on  the  main 
feeder  line  of  the  mobile  home  or  in  the 
water  supply  line  adjacent  to  the  mobile 
home. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  G-3-76  (8  280.- 
611(d)(5))  clarifies  acceptable  material 
for  the  cap,  housing,  and  operating 
mechanisms  of  the  device. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  H-l-76  (8  280.- 
709<a)  (1) )  and  H-2-76  (8  280.709(e) 
(6))  clarify  the  manufacturer's  require¬ 
ments  when  designing  a  mobile  home  for 
an  external  heating/cooling  system.  ( 

Interpretative  Bulletin  H-3-76  (8  280.- 
709(f) )  clarifies  that  the  overhead  cabi¬ 
net  clearance  to  the  cook  top  of  24  inch¬ 
es  is  measured  to  the  bottom  of  the  cabi¬ 
net  and  not  the  bottom  of  the  range 
hood. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  1-1-76  (8  280.- 
808(n))  permits  installation  of  “snap- 
in”  type  boxes  without  the  use  of  a 
structural  brace  whenever  the  listing  of 
the  device  permits  installation  directly 
to  the  wall  paneling. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  1-2-76  ( 8  280.- 
813(a))  requires  that  a  wall  switched 
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exterior  lighting  outlet  be  provided  ad¬ 
jacent  to  each  exterior  door. 

The  Department  has  determined  that 
an  Environmental  Impact  Statement  is 
not  required  with  respect  to  this  rule.  A_ 
copy  of  the  Finding  of  Inapplicability  is 
available  for  inspection  and  copying  ac¬ 
cording  to  Department  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  during  regular  business  hours  at  the 
address  below. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  economic 
and  inflationary  impacts  of  the  proposed 
rule  have  been  carefully  evaluated  in 
accordance  with  OMB  circular  A-107. 

Interested  persons  may  participate  in 
the  rulemaking  by  submitting  written 
data,  views,  or  arguments  to  the  Rules 
Docket  Clerk,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Room  10141,  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development,  451  Seventh  Street 
SW..  Washington,  D.C.  20410.  Comments 
received  by  June  10,  1976,  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  before  final  action  is  taken  on 
these  proposed  interpretations. 

All  written  comments  except  those  de¬ 
termined  to  be  exempt  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  under  the  Privacy  Act  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Mobile  Home  Construction  and 
Safety  Standards  Act  of  1974  (U.S.C.) 
shall  be  available  for  examination  by  the 
public  at  the  above  address. 

These  standards  are  proposed  for 
adoption  as  an  amendment  to  Chapter 
n  because,  at  the  time  of  adoption,  the 
Title  VI  Mobile  Home  Program  was  the 
responsibility  of  the  Assistant  Secretary 
for  Housing  Production  and  Mortgage 
Credit  whose  regulations  appear  in  that 
Chapter.  Since  that  time  the  Depart¬ 
ment  has  established  a  new  Offiee  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Consumer  Af¬ 
fairs  and  Regulatory  Functions,  and  a 
new  Chapter  XX  is  being  adopted  by  a 
separate  document  published  concur¬ 
rently  with  this  change.  However,  there 
is  an  urgent  need  to  make  both  the 
amendments  arid  the  related  interpreta¬ 
tive  bulletins  effective  in  sufficient  time 
for  manufacturers  to  adapt  their  pro¬ 
duction  to  the  proposed  changes  approx¬ 
imately  six  weeks  prior  to  the  statutory 
date  these  standards  become  effective  on 
June  15,  1976.  This  scheduling  requires 
publication  in  early  May  and,  since  re¬ 
codification  of  these  standards  is  not 
administratively  feasible  in  such  a  lim¬ 
ited  time,  these  amendments  and  bulle¬ 
tins  are  being  issued  under  Chapter  n. 
for  this  reason  they  bear  the  signature 
both  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  for  Con¬ 
sumer  Affairs  and  Regulatory  Functions 
as  issuing  officer  and  also  the  signature 
of  the  Assistant  Secretary  for  Housing 
Production  and  Mortgage  Credit  who  is 
responsible  for  all  amendment  to  Chap¬ 
ter  n.  It  is  intended  to  recodify  these 
standards  under  Chapter  XX  as  Part 
3280  in  the  near  future. 

Accordingly,  it  is  proposed  to  inter¬ 
pret  24  CFR  part  280,  as  published  on 
December  18, 1975,  as  follows: 
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NOTICES 


IltOBZ 


Interpreted** 

bulletin 


Btetton(a) 


B-l-76 . Swinging  exterior  passage  door  dimensions. 

B-2-76 . .  Interior  door  construction . . . 


B-3-76 _ Interior  door  in  a  hallway . . . . . . 

C-l-76... . List  of  material  application  not  requiring  flame  spread  certification. 

C-2-76 _ Fire  protection  for  furnance  and  water  beater  6 paces . . 


C-S-76 _ .....  Combustible  kitchen  cabinet  protection..... _ _ _ _ ..... 

C-4-78.. . Si  inch  maximum  foam  plastic  siding  backer  board . . . . 

D-l-76 .  Allowable  design  stresses  for  1-inch  nominal  board  lumber . . 

D-3-76 .  Carpet  application . . . 

D-3-76 . . Structural  design  criteria— wind  load . . . ..... 

I>-4-76 .  Structural  design  criteria— “net"  uplift . .... 

D-5-76 - ...  Structural  design  criteria — allowable  eave  deflection . . . 

D-6-76 . .  Structural  design  criteria— interior  partitions . . . . . . 

D-7-76 .  Structural  design  criteria— tiedown  systems . 

D-8-76. _  Floor  covering  application  in  areas  subject  to  excessive  moisture . 

E-l-78 . Alternate  test  procedure  in  lieu  of  testing  to  bilure;  allowable  design  live 

load  determination  for  tested  assemblies. 

E-2-76 _  Uplift  testing . . . . . . . . . . 

E-3-76 _ _ Egress  windows . ....... 

F-l-76 _ Condensation  control— exterior  sheathing . . . ........ 

0-1-76 _ Beat-tape  receptacle . ; . . . . . . . . . . 


0-2-76 . .  Master  cold  water  shutoff  valve . . . . . 

0-3-76 . Antisiphon  trap-vent  device — materials... . . . 

H-l-76 . . Provision  of  exterior  furnace/air-conditloning  appliance . . 

H-2-76 . .  Preparation  of  mobile  home  for  external  heating/cooling  systems. 

H-3-76 _ Vertical  clearance  over  cooking  top _ _ _ 

1-1-76 _ Installation  of  “snap-in”  type  boxes . . 

1-2-76 - Exterior  lighting  outlet  requirements . . . 


'28ft  106 
280.108 
28ft  304 
280.113 
28ft  208(a) 
28ft  203(a)  (3) 
280. 203(b) 
280. 204 
280.207(b) 
28ft  3<M<f),  280.304 
28ft 306(a) 
380. 306(b) 
280. 806(e)(1)  and  (2) 
280. 305(d) 
28ft  305(f)  (2) 
280.306(d) 
280.306(g)(2) 
28ft  401(b) 

28a  402(b) 
280.404 
282.604(b)(2) 
280. 003(b)  (4)  (in), 
28ft  806(d)(8) 
28tt  609(b)(1) 
28ft  611  (d)(5) 
280.709(a)(1) 
28ft  709(e)  (6) 
28ft 709(0 
88a  808(d) 
280. 813(a) 


Interpretative  Bulletin  B-l-76 

Swinging  Exterior  Passage  Door  Dimen¬ 
sions — S  280.105. 

For  swinging  exterior  passage  doors,  the 
dimensions  required  by  this  section  may  be 
determined  by  measuring  the  door  Itself. 
However,  the  door  stops  may  not  reduce  the 
clear  opening  to  less  than  27"  x  73"  In  di¬ 
mension. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  B-2-76 

Interior  Door  Construction — gg  280.108  and 
280.304. 

The  standard  does  not  have  specific  re¬ 
quirements  for  materials  used  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  Interior  doors,  other  than  the 
flame  spread  and  combustibility  limitations 
of  f  280.203  and  the  requirements  for  a  pri¬ 
vacy  lock  for  bathroom  and  toilet  compart¬ 
ment  doors  In  i  280.107  and  for  passage  hard¬ 
ware  when  installed  on  Interior  doors  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  §  280.108.  — 

Interpretative  Bulletin  B-3-76 

Interior  Door  In  a  Hallway — 5  280.1 13. 

An  Interior  door  placed  in  a  hallway  or 
extension  of  a  hallway  providing  egress  from 
the  mobile  home,  shall  provide  a  minimum 
90  degree  door  swing  and  a  minimum  clear 
width  opening  for  egress  of  27". 

Interpretative  Bulletin  C-l-76 

List  of  Materials  not  Requiring  Flame 
Spread  Certification — g  280.203(a). 

The  surface  flame  spread  rating  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  classification  of  building  materials 
need  not  be  tested  in  accordance  with  A  STM 
E-84  or  ASTM  E-162  (sections  (4)  and  (8) 
only),  unless  a  lower  flame  spread  rating  for 
the  material  application  below  Is  desired: 

Material  application — 200'  flame  spread  rat¬ 
ing: 

(1)  Painted  metal 

(2)  or  thicker  plywood 

(3)  *4  "  or  thicker  asbestos  millboard 

(4)  Dimension  lumber  (1"  nominal 
boards  or  thicker) 

(5)  4i«"  gypsum  wall  board  or  thicker 
(both  latex  and  alkyd  painted) 

(8)  >4"  or  thicker  hardboard  (80  pcf,  incl. 
vinyl  faced) 

(7)  Wall  papered  gypsum  wallboard 
or  thicker 

(8)  Ceramic  tile 


(9)  Vi«"  or  thicker  vinyl  counter  top 

(10)  %"  or  thicker  unfinished  particle¬ 
board 

Interpretative  Bulletin  C-l-76 

List  of  Materials  not  Requiring  Flame 
Spread  Certification—  $  280.203(a) . 

Material  application — SO  flame  spread  rating  : 

(1)  Painted  metal 

(2)  "  or  thicker  asbestos  millboard 

(3)  Acoustic  tile  mineral  base 

(4)  %*"  or  thicker  gypsum  wallboard 
(both  latex  and  alkyd  painted) 

(5)  Ceramic  tUe 

(6)  or  thicker  vinyl  counter  top 
Material  application — 25'  flame  spread 

rating: 

(1)  Painted  metal 

(2 )  %"  or  thicker  asbestos  millboard 

(3)  Acoustic  tile  mineral  base 

(4)  or  thicker  gypsum  wallboard 
(both  latex  and  alkyd  painted) 

(5)  Ceramic  tile 

The  above  listed  material  applications  do 
not  waive  the  combustibility  requirements  of 
section  280.203(b)  or  section  280.204  as  re¬ 
quired  by  this  standard. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  C-3-76 

Fire  Protection  for  Furnace  and  Water 
Heater  Spaces — gg  280.203(a)  (8)  and  280.203 
(b). 

A  furnace  listed  for  an  alcove  Installation 
may  he  installed  without  a  door  to  the  en¬ 
closure,  but  if  a  door  Is  provided,  It  shall  be 
sinfaced  with  M«i"  gypsum  or  a  material  hav¬ 
ing  equivalent  fire  protective  properties. 

The  Ms"  gypsum  board  surface  may  be  in¬ 
terrupted  on  a  door  to  the  enclosure  contain¬ 
ing  louvers  necessary  for  ventilation  of  the 
enclosure. 

All  furnace  and  water  heater  spaces,  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  type  of  appliances  (Including 
the  direct  vent  or  sealed  combustion  type), 
shall  be  surfaced  with  Ms”  gypsum  board  or 
equivalent  material. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  C-3-76 

Combustible  Kitchen  Cabinet  Protec¬ 
tion—  g  280.204. 

The  exposed  bottom,  end  panel,  and  sides 
of  overhead  combustible  kitchen  cabinets 
within  a  space  of  6  horizontal  Inches  from 
the  side  of  the  cooking  range,  may  in  lieu 
of  *4 "  thick  asbestos  millboard  oovered  with 
26  gage  sheet  metal,  be  protected  with  an 


exterior  finish  material  having  a  flame  spread 
rating  not  to  exceed  50  and  a  combustibility 
of  5/16"  gypsum  board  or  material  having 
equivalent  fire  protective  properties. 

Combustible  kitchen  cabinets  over  the 
cooking  range  shall  be  protected  as  required 
by  this  section.  The  26  gage  sheet  metal 
covering  for  the  %  "  thick  asbestos  millboard 
may  be  the  metal  hood  or  any  extensions 
thereof  required  over  the  cooking  range 
itself. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  C— 4  76 

%"  Maximum  Foam  Plastic  Siding  Backer 
Board— g  280.207(b). 

The  maximum  allowed  flame  spread  rating 
of  75  or  less  as  determined  by  ASTM  El-84  Is 
only  applicable  to  the  foam  plastic  contained 
In  the  %"  siding  backer  board  or  sheathing. 
The  75  or  lees  flame  spread  rating  Is  not  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  outer  covering  of  the  sheath¬ 
ing  containing  the  foam  plastic  (l.e.  liner 
material,  etc.). 

Interpretative  Bulletin  D-l-76 

Allowable  Design  Stresses  for  1"  Nominal 
Lumber— gg  280.303(f)  and  280.304. 

Allowable  design  stresses  for  1"  nominal 
board  lumber  may  be  assigned  from  the  rec¬ 
ommended  design  values  shown  for  size 
classification  2"  to  4"  thick  and  2"  to  4" 
wide  In  the  national  design  specification  for 
stress  graded  lumber  and  Its  fastening  when 
one  of  the  following  applies: 

(1)  Each  structural  light  framing  member 
is  graded  (identified)  as  conforming  to  stress 
rated  board  criteria  by  a  nationally  recog¬ 
nized  grading  agency,  or 

(2)  A  quality  control  program  Is  estab¬ 
lished  to  visually  determine  that  non-graded 
(non-ldentl3ed)  members  or  grade  stamped 
lumber  which  have  been  ripped  after  grad¬ 
ing  demonstrates  characteristics  equivalent 
to  stress  rated  boards  of  the  species  and  grade 
being  evaluated.  The  IPX  A  shall  assure  that 
the  quality  of  non-graded  stamped  members 
used  is  adequate. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  D-2-76 

Carpet  Application — g  280.306(a). 

Carpeting  may  be  placed  under  non-load 
bearing  Interior  partitions  which  are  not 
shear  walls. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  D-  3-76 

Structural  Design  Criteria — Wind  Load — 
$  280.305(b) 

The  design  horizontal  wind  load  required 
by  gg  280.306(c)  (1)  and  (2)  may  be  deter¬ 
mined  without  Including  the  vertical  roof 
projection  of  the  moblla  home. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  D-4-76 

Structural  Design  Criteria — “Net”  Uplift — 
gg  280.305(C)(1)  and  280.306(c)(2) 

"Net”  uplift  roof  loading  means  the  design 
wind  uplift  load  (9  PSF,  15  PSF)  which  may 
not  be  reduced  by  the  dead  load  of  the  roof 
structure  for  purposes  of  engineering  design 
or  structural  load  testing. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  D-6-76 

Structural  Design  Criteria — g  280.305(d). 

The  allowable  eave  or  cornice  deflection 
for  uplift  Is  to  be  measured  at  the  design 
uplift  load  (9  PSF,  16  PSF).  The  allowable 
deflection  shall  be  (2  X  lr/180  where  1(  Is 
the  horizontal  eave  projection  from  the  ex¬ 
terior  wall. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  D-6-76 

Structural  Design  Criteria — Interior  Par¬ 
titions— g  280.305(f)  (2). 

An  allowable  stress  Increase  of  1.33  times 
the  permitted  normal  design  stress  may  be 
used  In  the  design  of  wood  framed  partitions 
to  resist  the  5  PSF  horizontal  loading  re¬ 
quirement  of  g  280.305(f)(2). 
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INTERPRETATIVE  BULLETIN  D-7-76 

Structural  Design  Criteria — Tie-down  Sys¬ 
tems— I  280 -306(d) . 

The  60%  Increase  In  the  wind  load  Is  only 
applicable  to  the  design  of  the  tie-down  sys¬ 
tem  and  Is  not  to  be  applied  to  the  design  of 
the  mobile  home  structure.  Wind  loading 
effects  for  purpose  of  this  section  shall  be 
1.6  X  horizontal  wind  load  (16  PSP,  26  PSF) 
and  roof  uplift  load  (9  PSP,  16  PSP).  When 
determining  the  effects  of  wind  overturning 
and  sliding  to  evaluate  the  tie-down  system, 
the  60%  wind  load  factor  Is  to  be  applied 
simultaneously  to  both  the  vertical  building 
projection  as  horizontal  wind  load  and  across 
the  surface  of  the  full  roof  structure  as  up¬ 
lift  loading.  No  additional  shape  or  location 
factors  need  be  applied  In  the  design  of 
the  tie-down  system.  The  dead  load  of  the 
structure  may  be  used  to  resist  the  above 
wind  loading  effects. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  D-8  76 

Floor  Covering  Application  in  areas  sub¬ 
ject  to  excessive  moisture — 9  280.305(g)  (2) . 

In  kitchens,  bathrooms  (including  toilet 
compartments),  laundry  rooms,  water  heater 
compartments,  and  other  areas  subject  to 
excessive  moisture,  wood,  wood  fibre,  or  ply¬ 
wood  floors  or  subfloors  may  be  protected 
with  a  non-absorbent  floor  covering  without 
a  continuous  application  of  water  resistant 
adhesive  when  the  covering  Is: 

/  (1)  A  continuous  membrane  with  any 
seams  or  patches  seam  bonded  or  welded 
to  preserve  the  contlhulty  of  the  floor  cover¬ 
ing. 

(11)  Protected  at  all  penetrations  in  these 
areas  by  sealing  with  a  compatible  water 
resistant  adhesive  to  prevent  moisture  from 
migrating  under  the  non-absorbent  floor  cov¬ 
ering. 

(lit)  Fastened  around  the  perimeter  to  the 
subfloor  In  accordance  with  the  floor  cover¬ 
ing  manufacturer's  Instructions. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  E  l -76 

Alternative  Test  Procedure  In  Lieu  of  Test¬ 
ing  to  Failure;  Allowable  Design  Live  Load 
Determination  for  Tested  Assemblies — 
9  280.401(b) 

In  lieu  of  testing  to  failure  under  the 
ultimate  test  procedure,  the  qualification  of 
any  material,  component,  assembly  or  sub- 
assembly  may  be  determined  by  the  capa¬ 
bility  of  each  tested  member  to  sustain  a 
minimum  test  loading  of  2.60  X  the  design 
live  load  plus  the  dead  load  In  addition  to 
meeting  the  deflection  criteria  at  design  live 
load. 

To  qualify  under  this  section,  no  material, 
component,  assembly  or  sub-assembly  shall 
Indicate  failure  prior  to  a  test  load  of  2.60  X 
design  live  load  plus  the  dead  load. 

The  allowable  design  live  load  for  any 
material,  component,  assembly  or  sub- 
assembly  tested  In  accordance  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  section  may  be  determined  by: 

(1)  Determining  the  average  ultimate 
loading  which  may  be  no  less  than  2.60  X 
design  live  load  plus  the  dead  load. 

(2)  Deduct  the  dead  load  from  the  aver¬ 
age  ultimate  loading. 

(3)  Divide  by  2.60. 

Allowable  design  live  load=  (average  ultimate 
load — dead  load) /2 .60 

Interpretative  Bulletin  E-2-76 

Uplift  Testing — 9  280.402(b)  (2) . 

Trussed  rafter  designs  require  uplift  testing 
when  web  or  chord  members  are  composed  of 
metal  straps  or  other  materials  or  shapes 
which  are  designed  to  take  only  tensile  or 
pending  stresses  in  vertical  loading  condi¬ 
tions. 

The  total  uplift  load  required  for  testing 
truss  designs  with  eaves  for  compliance  with 


|  280.305(C)  (3)  (111)  is  4.376  X  design  uplift 
load,  specified  In  9  280.305(c)  (1)  and  (2). 
(2.5  x  1-75  X  design  uplift  load  9  PSF  or  15 
PSP).  The  section  of  the  truss  supported 
between  the  eave(s)  Is  to  be  tested  to  1.76 
X  design  uplift  (9  PSP  or  15  PSP) .  Eaves  or 
cornices  may  also  be  tested  utilizing  the 
above  described  procedures. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  E-3-78 

Egress  Windows — 9  280.404 

Integral  rolled-ln  screens  are  not  permitted 
In  egress  windows. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  F-l-70 

J 

Condensation  Control — Exterior  Sheath¬ 
ing— 9  280.604(b)(2). 

An  exterior  covering  and/or  sheathing  may 
have  an  combined  permeance  of  less  than 
5.0  perms,  provided  that  there  Is  a  vapor 
barrier  of  one  perm  or  less  on  the  warm  side 
of  the  wall. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  0-1-76 

Heat  Tape  Receptacle— 99  280.803(b)  (4) 
(til)  and  280.806(d)  (8). 

The  "heat  tape  receptacle  required  by 
9  280.603(b)  (4)  (ill)  may  not  be  used  for 
satisfying  the  requirement  for  an  outdoor 
receptacle  as  stipulated  In  9  280.806(d)(8)." 

Interpretative  Bulletin  0  2-76  / 

Master  Cold  WSter  Shut-off  Valve — 9  280.- 
609(b)  (1). 

The  master  cold  water  shut-off  full  flow 
valve  required  to  be  provided  In  an  accessible 
location  on  the  main  feeder  line  of  the  mobile 
home,  or  Installed  In  the  water  supply  line 
adjacent  to  the  mobile  home,  shall  be  either* 
a  full  port  gate  valve  or  a  full  port  ball  valve, 
and  have  threated  or  solder  Joints. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  0-3-76 

Anti-siphon  Trap  Vent  Device — Materials  — 

9  280.611(d)(6). 

Material  for  the  antl-slphon  trap  vent  de¬ 
vice  may  be  any  of  those  materials  listed  by 
this  section.  However,  when  a  spring  Is  used 
to  operate  the  closing  member  of  the  device. 
It  shall  be  of  stainless  steel  wire  type  302. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  H-l-76 

Provision  of  exterior  furnace /air  condition¬ 
ing  appliance — 9  280.709(a)  (1). 

When  an  exterior  furnace  and/or  alr-con- 
dltloning  appliance  Is  to  be  field  Installed, 
the  mobile  home  manufacturer  is  not  re¬ 
quired  to  provide  said  appliance(s) . 

Interpretative  Bulletin  H-2-76 

Preparation  of  Mobile  Home  for  External 
Heating/Cooling  System — 9  280.709(e)  (6) . 

The  preparation  by  the  manufacturer  for 
connection  to  the  mobile  home  supply  and 
return  air  system,  shall  include  all  fittings 
and  connection  ducts  to  the  main  duct  and 
return  air  system  such  that  the  installer 
Is  only  required  to  provide:  (1)  the  appli¬ 
ance,  (11)  any  appliance  connections  to  the 
mobile  home.  (Ill)  the  connecting  duct  be¬ 
tween  the  external  appliance  and  the  fitting 
installed  on  the  mobile  home  by  the  manu¬ 
facturer. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  H-3-76 

Vertical  Clearance  over  Cooking  Top — 

9  280.709(f). 

The  24"  minimum  clearance  above  the 
cooking  top  Is  measured  to  the  bottom  of  the 
combustible  cabinet,  not  the  range  hood. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  1-1-76 

Installation  of  "Snap-in“:  Type  Boxes — 
9  280.808 (n). 

Snap -in  type  boxes  whose  listing  permits 
installation  directly  to  wall  paneling,  may  be 
installed  without  structural  bracing. 


Interpretative  Bulletin  1-2-76 

Exterior  Lighting  Outlet  Requirements — 
9  280.813(a). 

A  well  switched  controlled  exterior  lighting 
outlet  Is  required  at  each  exterior  entrance 
door  to  the  mobile  home  In  accordance  with 
paragraph  210-26  of  the  National  Electrical 
Code  (NFPA  No.  70-1975) . 

(99  604  and  605  of  Title  VI  of  P.O.  42  UJS.C. 
5403  and  5424  and  9  7(d),  Department  of 
HUD  Act.  42  U-S.C.  3535(d)  ) 

Issued  at  Washington,  D.C.,  May  4, 
1976. 

Constance  B.  Newman, 
Assistant  Secretary  lor  Con¬ 
sumer  Affairs  and  Regulatory 
Functions. 

David  S.  Cook, 

Assistant  Secretary  for  Housing 
Production  and  Mortgage 
Credit. 
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(Docket  No.  R-76-340] 

MOBILE  HOME  CONSTRUCTION  AND 
SAFETY  STANDARDS 

Proposed  Interpretative  Bulletin  J-l-76 

•  The  purpose  of  this  document  is  to 
propose  for  public  comment  an  inter¬ 
pretative  bulletin  concerning  the  trans¬ 
portation  aspects  of  mobile  home  con¬ 
struction  which  are  covered  by  Subpart 
J  of  the  Federal  Mobile  Home  Construc¬ 
tion  and  Safety  Standards  published  by 
the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  on  December  18,  1975  at  40 
F.R.  58752.  The  interpretative  bulletin 
is  proposed  to  clarify  the  meaning  of  the 
standard.  • 

This  proposed  interpretative  bulletin 
J-l-76  on  transportation  provides  guides 
for; 

(1)  Engineering  analysis  of  in-transit 
loading  conditions; 

(2)  Documented  evidence  of  trans¬ 
portation  experience;  and 

(3)  Axle,  tire  '-and  brake  assembly 
requirements. 

The  Department  of  Transportation 
(DOT)  has  published  final  regulations 
related  to  the  selection  of  tires  for  mobile 
homes  (41  F.R.  3478,  Jan.  23.  1976). 
Those  DOT  regulations,  Federal  Motor 
Vehicle  Safety  Standard  No.  120  will  be¬ 
come  effective  on  September  1,  1976.  The 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  De¬ 
velopment’s  final  mobile  home  construc¬ 
tion  and  safety  standard,  40  F.R.  48751, 
subpart  J,  also  regulates  certain  aspects 
of  mobile  home  transportation,  including 
tires,  wheels  and  rims. 

In  the  period  until  September  1,  1976, 
the  effective  date  of  the  DOT  standard, 
HUD  proposes  in  this  interpretative  bul¬ 
letin  to  permit  tire  load  ratings  for 
mobile  homes  subject  to  the  HUD  stand¬ 
ard  to  be  determined  by  adding  a  serv¬ 
ice  load  factor  of  50%  to  the  mobile 
home  tire  rating  indicated  in  the  1975 
edition  of  the  Tire  and  Rim  Association 
Handbook. 

HUD’s  Disaster  Mobile  Home  Pro¬ 
gram  provides  emergency  mobile  homes 
In  the  event  of  a  national  disaster.  In 
that  program,  HUD  has  had  substantial 
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experience  with  the  transportation  of 
mobile  homes.  Based  on  this  experience, 
and  the  absence  of  other  data  indicating 
that  a  substantial  departure  from  cur¬ 
rent  industry  practice  for  tire  selection 
is  warranted  during  the  interim  period 
until  September  1,  1976.  HUD  has  pro¬ 
posed  tire  selection  provisions  in  this 
interpretative  bulletin  that  essentially 
would  permit  current  industry  practice 
to  be  utilized  until  September  1,  1976. 

A  separate  HUD  interpretative  bul¬ 
letin  establishing  guidelines  for  the  pe¬ 
riod  after  September  1,  1976,  for  the 
selection  of  tires  for  mobile  homes  will 
be  proposed  for  public  comment  after 
continued  consultation  between  HUD 
and  DOT  prior  to  September  1, 1976.  The 
bulletin  will  be  published  for  comment 
as  soon  as  possible  and  every  effort  will 
be  made  in  it  to  assure  that  adequate  lead 
time  will  be  extended  to  comply  with 
new  requirements,  if  any,  that  may  be 
established  therein. 

Other  portions  of  the  proposed  inter¬ 
pretative  bulletin  offer  guidelines  related 
to  mobile  home  axles,  lights  and  asso¬ 
ciated  wiring,  design  methods,  assump¬ 
tions  and  considerations,  and  general  re¬ 
quirements  for  designing  homes  to  with- 
stand  shock  and  vibration. 

HUD  will  conduct  a  transportation  re¬ 
search  program  to  develop; 

(1)  more  exacting  techniques  and 
analytical  methods  for  predicting  the  re¬ 
sponse  of  the  mobile  home  to  primary 
and  secondary  movements;  and 

(2)  possible  revisions  to  Subpart  J. 

The  Department  has  determined  that 

an  Environmental  Impact  Statement  is 
not  required  with  respect  to  this  rule. 
A  copy  of  the  Finding  of  Inapplicability 
is  available  for  inspection  and  copying 
according  to  Department  rules  and  regu¬ 
lations  during  regular  business  hours  at 
the  address  below. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  economic 
and  inflationary  impacts  of  the  proposed 
rule  have  been  carefully  evaluated  in 
accordance  with  OMB  circular  A-107. 

Interested  persons  may  participate  in 
this  rulemaking  by  submitting  written 
data,  views,  or  arguments  to  the  Rules 
Docket  Clerk,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Room  10141,  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development,  451  Seventh  Street 
SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20410.  Comments 
received  by  June  10,  1976,  will  be  consid¬ 
ered  before  final  action  is  taken  on  these 
proposed  interpretations. 

All  written  comments  except  those  de¬ 
termined  to  be  exempt  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  under  the  Privacy  Act  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Mobile  Home  Construction  and 
Safety  Standards  Act  of  1974  (U.S.C.) 
shall  be  available  for  examination  by  the 
public  at  the  above  address. 

These  standards  are  proposed  for 
adoption  as  an  amendment  to  Chapter 
n  because,  at  the  time  of  adoption,  the 
Title  VI  Mobile  Home  Program  was  the 
responsibility  of  the  Assistant  Secretary 
for  Housing  Production  and  Mortgage 


Credit  whose  regulations  appear  in  that 
Chapter.  Since  that  time  the  Department 
has  established  a  new  Office  of  the  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  for  Consumer  Affairs 
and  Regulatory  Functions,  and  a  new 
Chapter  XX  is  being  adopted  by  a  sepa¬ 
rate  document  published  concurrently 
with  this  change.  However,  there  is  an 
urgent  need  to  make  both  the  amend¬ 
ments  and  the  related  interpretative  bul¬ 
letins  effective  in  sufficient  time  for  man¬ 
ufacturers  to  adapt  their  production  to 
the  proposed  changes  approximately  six 
weeks  prior  to  the  statutory  date  these 
standards  become  effective  on  June  15, 
1976.  This  scheduling  requires  publica¬ 
tion  in  early  May  and,  since  recodifica¬ 
tion  of  these  standards  is  not  adminis¬ 
tratively  feasible  in  such  a  limited  time, 
these  amendments  and  bulletins  are 
being  issued  under  Chapter  n.  For  this 
reason  they  bear  the  signature  both  of 
the  Assistant  Secretary  for  Consumer 
Affairs  and  Regulatory  Functions  as  is¬ 
suing  officer  and  also  the  signature  of 
the  Assistant  Secretary  for  Housing 
Production  and  Mortgage  Credit  who  is 
responsible  for  all  amendments  to  Chap¬ 
ter  H.  It  is  intended  to  recodify  these 
standards  under  Chapter  XX  as  Part 
3280  in  the  near  future. 

Accordingly,  it  is  proposed  to  interpret 
24  CFR  part  280,  as  published  on  Decem¬ 
ber  18,  1975,  as  follows: 

Submission  of  False  or  Misleading 
Data.  The  submission  of  false  or  mis¬ 
leading  data  in  response  to  the  require¬ 
ments  of  sections  280.903(c)(2),  280.904 
(b)(6)  and  280.904(b)  (9)  (1)  may  result 
in  the  imposition  of  civil  or  criminal 
penalties  under  the  provisions  of  611  of 
the  Act  or  ether  appropriate  provisions 
of  law. 

§  280.903(c)  (2)  General  requirements 
for  designing  the  structure  to  withstand 
transportation,  shocks,  and  vibration. 

Documented  evidence  such  as  service 
records  or  other  documents  certified  to  by 
duly  authorized  personnel  of  the  man¬ 
ufacturer,  is  acceptable  for  compliance 
with  this  section  when  failures  related 
to  chassis  damage  (l.e.,  frame  or  draw¬ 
bar  damage,  running  gear  failure,  etc.) 
and/or  body  failure  due  to  transporta¬ 
tion  loading,  do  not  exceed  1%  of  the 
total  number  of  units  (“Floors”)  trans¬ 
ported  upon  that  chassis.  Latent  dam¬ 
age  failures  resulting  from  primary  or 
secondary  movement  (i.e.,  racked  win¬ 
dows  and  doors,  damage  not  related  to 
improper  siting  or  leveling  of  the  mobile 
home,  etc.)  shall  also  be  included  in 
determining  the  1%  maximum  failure 
level.  If  the  manufacturer  does  not  have 
or  cannot  provide  actual  records  of 
latent  damage  history,  the  manufacturer 
shall  provide  a  statement  that,  to  his 
knowledge,  no  latent  damage  has  oc¬ 
curred  as  a  result  of  transportation. 

i  280.903(c) -280.904(b)  (3)  Structur¬ 
al  Calculation  Guidelines  for  In-Transit 
Conditions  in  Mobile  Homes. 

General.  The  following  engineering 
guidelines  are  a  description  of  methods 


and  design  assumptions  which  may  be 
used  for  evaluation  of  in-transit  loading 
conditions.  These  guidelines  are  directed 
at  the  design  of  the  longitudinal,  struc¬ 
tural  components  of  the  mobile  home 
(l.e„  main  chassis  girder  beam,  the  side- 
wall,  rim  joist,  etc.),  since  transporta¬ 
tion  loadings  are  ordinarily  critical  in 
the  longitudinal  dirdection.  HUD  recog¬ 
nizes  the  complexity  and  variety  of  de¬ 
sign  assumptions  and  techniques  which 
may  be  used  in  evaluating  in-transit 
loading  conditions.  These  interim  guide¬ 
lines  are  offered  only  as  an  initial  means 
for  determining  compliance  with  this 
section. 

Design  Methods  and  Assumptions 

Design  Loading.  The  summation  of  the 
following  loadings  may  be  used  to  de¬ 
termine  the  adequacy  of  the  chassis  in 
conjunction  with  the  mobile  home  struc¬ 
ture  to  resist  ln-translt  loading: 

(a)  Dead  load — the  vertical  load  due 
to  the  weight  of  all  structural  and  non- 
structural  components  of  the  mobile 
home  at  the  time  of  shipment. 

(b)  Floor  load — a  minimum  of  3 
pounds  per  sq.  ft. 

(c)  Dynamic  loading  effect — <0.25> 

[  (a)-f  (b)  ]. 

However,  the  in-transit  design  loading 
need  not  exceed  twice  the  dead  load  of 
the  mobile  home. 

Design  Considerations.  To  determine 
the  adequacy  of  individual  longitudinal 
structural  components  to  resist  the  in¬ 
transit  design  loading,  a  load  distribution 
on  the  basis  of  relative  flexural  and  shear 
stiffness  to  each  component  may  be 
utilized. 

For  the  purpose  of  loading  distribution, 
the  sidewall  may  be  considered  acting  as 
a  “deep  beam”  in  conjunction  with  other 
load  carrying  elements  in  determining 
the  relative  stiffness  of  the  integrated 
structure.  Further,  by  proper  precamber¬ 
ing  of  the  chassis  assembly,  additional 
loading  may  be  distributed  to  each  of  the 
-load  carrying  components  by  the  rela¬ 
tive  stiffness  principle. 

In  addition,  the  analysis  should  in¬ 
clude  consideration  for: 

(1)  Window  and  door  opening  loca¬ 
tion  in  the  sidewall  and  when  appropri¬ 
ate,  provisions  for  reinforcement  of  the 
structure  and/or  chassis  at  the  opening. 

(2)  Sidewall  component  member  siz¬ 
ing  and  joint-splice  analysis  (i.e.,  top 
plate,  etc.)  connections  between  load 
carrying  elements. 

S  280.904(b)  (6)  Axles.  Unless  sub¬ 
stantiated  in  the  design  to  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  the  approval  agency  (DAPIA)  by 
either  engineering  analysis,  load  tests,  or 
documented  evidence  of  action  transpor¬ 
tation  experience,  there  shall  be  no  less 
than  the  following  minimum  number  of 
6000#  rated  axles  with  not  less  than  the 
mobile  home  rated  tires  Indicated  in 
Table  1  and  Table  2,  en  each  mobile  home 
or  floor  section  of  a  multiple  unit  mobile 
home: 
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Table  1 

Length  of  mobile  home  (12  ft.  wide) :  1 

Axles  • 

To  60  ft.  maximum _ ....  2 

Greater  than  60  ft.  to  80  ft.  maxi¬ 
mum  _ 8 

Length  of  mobile  home  ( 14  ft.  wide) : 

To  62  ft.  maximum _ . _  2 

To  78  ft.  maximum _  3 

To  80  ft.  maximum - —  4 

Table  2 

Length  of  mobile  home  (12  ft.  wide) :  1 

Axles 3 

To  66  ft.  maximum _  2 

Greater  than  66  ft.  to  80  ft.  maxi¬ 
mum  _ 3 

Length  of  mobile  home  (14  ft.  wide) : 1 

To  66  ft.  maximum - 2 

Greater  than  56  ft.  to  80  ft.  max¬ 
imum  _ - _ 3 

1  Length  of  a  mobile  home  is  the  ‘•length’* 
as  defined  in  §  280.902(b). 

*  Number  of  6,000  lb.  rated  axles  equipped 
with  7  x  14.5  mobile  home  8-ply  tires. 

1  Number  of  6,000  lb.  rated  axles  equipped 
with  8  x  14.5  mobile  home  8-ply  or  10-ply 
rated  tires. 

Determination  of  the  number  of  axles 
required  by  use  of  the  above  tables  does 
not  eliminate  the  requirement  for  each 
axle  to  be  capable  of  withstanding  the 
actual  imposed  dead  load  without  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  maximum  allowable  stresses 
for  design  axle  life  as  recommended  by 
the  axle  manufacturer,  or  the  maximum 
tire  load  rating  In  $  280.904(b)  (8).  In 
the  event  a  manufacturer  has  submitted 
documented  evidence  of  transportation 
experience  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
5  280.903(c)  (2i ,  the  minimum  number  of 


axles  required  by  the  experience  record 
may  not  be  reduced  by  use  of  the  above 
tables.  (The  number  of  axles  must  be 
consistent  and  no  less  than  the  number 
and  rating  of  the  axles  indicated  in  the 
experience  record.) 

8  280.904(b)(8)  Tires,  Wheels,  and 
Rims.  Until  September  1,  1976:  (1)  Tires 
shall  be  sized  and  fitted  to  axles  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  gross  axle  weight  rat¬ 
ing  determined  by  the  mobile  home 
manufacturer: 

(2)  The  permissible  tire  load  rating 
may  be  determined  utilizing  a  service 
load  factor  not  to  exceed  50%  of  the 
mobile  home  tire  load  limits  specified 
in  MH-1  of  the  Tire  and  Rim  Association 
Handbook  (1975  edition).  For  example, 
for  a  7x14.5  mobile  home  8  ply  tire  @  70 
PSI,  the  tire  load  rating  would  be  1870# 
x  1.5=  2805#;  and 

(3)  Used  tires  may  also  be  sized  and 
utilized  in  accordance  with  the  above 
criteria.  However,  the  final  determination 
as  to  whether  the  particular  used  tires 
mounted  on  a  mobile  home  are  accept¬ 
able  for  transport  shall  be  the  decision 
of  the  motor  carrier  (hauler) . 

Wheels  and  rims  shall  be  sized  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  tire  manufacturer’s 
recommendations. 

8  280.904(b)(9)  Brake  Assemblies. 
Unless  substantiated  in  the  design  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  approval  agency  by 
either  engineering  analysis,  or  those  al¬ 
ternatives  listed  in  8  280.903(c)(1)  and 
(2),  there  shall  be  a  minimum  of  two 
axles  equipped  with  brake  assemblies  on 
each  mobile  home  floor  or  unit. 
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Whenever  tests  are  used  to  verify  the 
maximum  stopping  distance  require¬ 
ments,  the  maximum  stopping  distance 
of  40  feet  from  an  initial  velocity  of  20 
MPH  may  not  be  exceeded.  The  tests 
shall  be  made  utilizing  the  actual  com¬ 
binations  of  running  gear  equipment  to 
be  used  by  the  manufacturer  in  produc¬ 
tion. 

Regardless  of  the  method  of  substan¬ 
tiation,  any  substitution  of  equipment  by 
the  manufacturer  shall  be  approved  by 
the  DAPIA,  and  have  a  rating  no  less 
than  the  equipment  being  replaced. 

§  280.904(b)  (10)  Lights  and  Asso¬ 
ciated  Wiring.  Federal  Motor  Vehicle 
Safety  Standard  No.  108  shall  be  deemed 
the  applicable  Federal  standard  to  be 
used  for  location  and  performance  of 
highway  safety  electrical  lights  and 
associated  wiring  for  determining  com¬ 
pliance  with  this  section. 

(15  604  and  605  of  Title  VI  of  P.O.  42  U.S.C. 
5403  and  5424  and  5  7(d),  Department  of 
highway  safety  electrical  lights  and  as¬ 
sociated  wiring  for  determining  compli¬ 
ance  with  this  section. 

Issued  at  Washington,  D.C.  on  May  4. 
1976. 

Constance  B.  Newman, 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Con¬ 
sumer  Affairs  and  Regulatory 
Functions. 

David  S.  Cook, 

Assistant  Secretary  for  Housing 
Production  and  Mortgage  Credit. 

[FR  Doc.76-13506  Filed  5-5-76:3:82  pm] 
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Advance  Orders  arc  now  being  Accepted 
for  delivery  in  about  6  weeks 


CODE  OF  FEDERAL  REGULATIONS 

(Revised  as  of  April  1,  1976)' 


Quantity  Volume 


Stock  Number 


Price  Amount 


Title  18 — Conservation  of  022-003-93191-0 
Power  and  W ater 
Resources 
(Paris  1-149) 

Title  18 — Conservation  of  022-003-93192-9 
Power  and  Water 
Resources 
(Part  150-end) 

Title  21 — Food  and  Drugs  022-003-93201-1 
(Paris  600-1299) 


Title  24 — Housing  and  022-003-93205-4 

Urban  Development 
(Parts  0-499) 


$4.  85  $ - 


4. 10  - 


2.  75 
6.  65 


Total  Order  £ 


l  A  Cusnulative  checklist  of  CFR  issuances  for  1976  appears  in  the  first  issue 
of  the  Federal  Register  each  month  under  Title  11 
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